Revison 1.0

The Definite Article

The Easy Case

The definite article in Hebrew has a similar meaning to “the” in English. 1t marks the difference
between a generalized noun (e.g., “aking”) and a specific instance of a noun (e.g., “the king”).

Unless the noun begins with a guttural or 7 , it can be made definite by adding i} as a prefix and
doubling the following letter with a dagesh hazak.

ma > an (the house)
ap3 > TyIn (the lad)
Eirle > Tonn (the king)

Note that in the case of J1Y2 the dagesh in the original word was a dagesh kal, but after the
definite article prefix is added it has become a dagesh hazak.

The Definite Article With Gutturals

We run into problems with gutturals and ) because the dagesh hazak cannot be added to them.
This leads to the following cases:

Words beginning with N or 7

In these words, the vowel under the prefix is changed froma _to a_. Thisisreferred to
as compensatory lengthening.

IN > UONT (the man, the husband)
237 > 2397 (the famine)

Words beginning with ) wheretheoriginal first vowel isan unaccented .

Inthiscase, a__ is used for the prefix vowel.
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oy > =Ly (the cities)

[0y > 2D (the dust)

TT

Words beginning with ) wherethe original first vowel isnot an unaccented .

In these words, the prefix vowel is a_as in the previous case.

Y > Rl (the city)

Words beginning with i1

If the original first vowel is an unaccented _ then a prefix vowel of  isused, with no
doubling. The lost doubling is referred to as virtual doubling.

=Ty > =Lainly (the mountains)

If the original first vowel is anything but an unaccented . then the usual prefix vowel _ is
used, with no doubling.

‘7;’;‘[ > ‘7;’HU (the palace, the temple)

Words beginning with

If the original vowel is . (accented or not), then the prefix vowel is _, and thereis no
doubling.

mml g > mjmlmint (the wise man)

T T <

Otherwise, the usual prefix vowel of _ is used and there is no doubling.
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297 > 3'\ﬁfl (the sword)

Words beginning with ¥ or 2
The definite article is usually added by prefixing i7 with no doubling.
=R A ko A (the boys)

D9 > DIWT (hespies

The exception is when the original second original consonant is either D or 7. Inthese cases,
doubling is used.

o > =Ltk (the Jews)

Irregular Forms of the Definite Article

What would life be without irregular forms? The following are the most common.

i X (e land)

min > RN (the mountain)

(my) > Qya (the people, the nation)
B > 1] (the garden)

i) > 0277 (the steer, the ox)

bl > AT (the festival)

19N > 11OND (the box, the ark)
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Vowel Changes and the Prepositions DEPDEDDE&

As we have learned, when the prepositions ‘7|]D and 2 are added to adefinite noun, the i1 is
replaced with the preposition.

T +B? > To1ab (to the king)

When the vowel used by the definite article is changed due to any of the cases listed above, the
changed vowel is retained when a preposition is attached.

W’SU + ‘7 > W’N‘? (to the man)

D977 + 2 > D972 (in the mountains)



